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07 April 2008

Meeting called to order by Joe Russo @ 7:05

Hammond High School - 17 coaches in attendance
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Treasurer Report - - Don VanDeusen

- Approximately $14,200 reported in the account as of 07 April 2008

[image: image3.png]



Minutes - - Joe Bosley

· Minutes from the March meeting were accepted.
Membership - - Joe Russo

· Membership cycle is in 2nd year. 162 Schools are currently members. NOCAD insurance is good for a two year period through December 2009.

· New membership Registration will begin December 2009 with online registration. The membership cycle will run from January 2009 to December 2010.

· Cost of membership will rise to $50.00 for this two-year period. The raise was voted upon by the membership and passed unanimously.

· NOCAD Insurance will continue to be provided to coaches of member schools. The insurance cost is $12.00 per coach. It covers the coach in any football coaching situation including camps. There is a $1,000,000.00 liability feature.
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Film Night - 

· We are in need of an association member to take over the role of Film Night Coordinator. Any interested parties should contact Joe Russo ASAP.

[image: image5..pict]MHSFCA Website - - Joe Russo

· Digital Sports is providing virtually unlimited space to the MHSFCA at no charge. 

· Individual schools can also obtain their own website at no cost.

· www.mhsfca.org or http://md.digitalsports.com/organizations/2
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Junior Combine - - Joe Russo

· Junior Combine will be held at M&T Bank Stadium.

· Date has been changed to Saturday, April 19th.

· There are currently 1752 athletes pre-registered for the combine.

· We will have three rolling sessions:

· Session 1 (8:00AM): Baltimore City, Baltimore County, Howard County, Anne Arundel County, Harford County, and Carroll County

· Session 2 (10:00AM): Frederick County, PG County, & Montgomery County

· Session 3 (1:00PM): The rest of the state and any others.

· All activity must end and we must clear the stadium by 5:00PM

· Please make certain your athletes know when they are to arrive at M&T Bank Stadium. Please check the rolling arrival times and insist that your athletes arrive at their scheduled time. Otherwise, there will be long periods of time while your athletes sit in the stadium waiting to get on to the field.

· Non-registered athletes MAY be registered at 1:00PM if time and space permits.

· Duty assignments include:

· Bench Press – Howard County



12 workers

· 40 Dash – Montgomery County



8 workers

· Pro-Agility - Prince Georges County


12 workers

· Power Ball Throw –Southern MD / Eastern Shore
12 workers

· Vertical Jump Pads – Frederick County


3 workers


· Height & Weight – Anne Arundel County


6 workers

· Registration – Baltimore County



9 workers

· T-shirt Distribution & Security – Baltimore City

10 workers

· Field Security – Montgomery County


4 Workers

· Additional Relief Workers – Frederick County

4 Workers

· Data Entry – SPARQ

· Power Ball Throw is a new event this year. The throw is a power chest pass with a 3KG ball. Athletes must be on their knees with their shoe laces to the ground (may not curl toes and use feet to push off.) Athletes may rock back and forth before pushing ball forward. A video of this event can be viewed at http://www.sparqtraining.com/football 
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NATS - Joe Russo

· Will be held this year at M&T Bank Stadium on May 31 beginning at 8:00AM.

· The cost for each athlete remains $55.00
· There will be two sessions. Session 1: 8:00-10:30 AM
Session 2: 11:30-2:00 PM

· We will invite the top 400 athletes in a variety of events from the Junior Combine.

Hall of Fame & All-Star Banquet - - Joe Russo
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- Was held on February 16, 2008 at M&T Bank Stadium beginning at 6:00PM. 282 people attended the event

- Access the MHSFCA website for detailed biographies of those who were inducted this year.

News From Around the State --- Joe Russo
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1. Fall Start Date Changes
· The Maryland State Board of Education has approved the MPSSAA proposal to bylaw will take effect this year.  The new regulation standardizes the official start date for fall athletic practice so competition may begin each year on the first weekend in September and end by the first weekend in December.  The new bylaw will read:

Fall means the sixth Saturday following the first full week of July until the final date of the county, conference, district, regional, or state tournament.
· This standardized calendar defines the first week of the athletic year as beginning with the first Sunday in July.  A week begins with a Sunday, and ends with Saturday.  Thus, the Saturday of the 6th week will be at the end of the 6th week, counting from the first Sunday in July.  This date will generally correspond with the Saturday that is closest to August 15, which traditionally has been the first fall practice date for Maryland public schools.  

· Benefits of adopting the standardized calendar include: Establishing a standard start to all fall regular seasons as the first weekend in September, first day of fall practice is always on a Saturday, significantly reduces conflicts with winter sport tryouts for many more schools, ends football season a week earlier most years, enhances scheduling opportunities with neighboring states and shortens, by a few days, the sports season for all fall sports teams.  

 

UPCOMING FALL SPORT START DATES
 
Year    Practice Date                  Season Date
2008    August 16, 2008           September 5, 2008       

2009    August 15, 2009           September 4, 2009                               

2010    August 14, 2010           September 3, 2010       

2011    August 13, 2011           September 2, 2011

2012    August 11, 2012           August 31, 2012

2. Out-of-Season Teams Proposal Before the Board of Control
· In response to an informational survey and recommendation of the MPSSAA Strategic Planning Report, the Executive Council is preparing additional clarification on what constitutes a non-school team. That new language featured below is up for ratification by the MPSSAA Board of Control on April 25, 2008. 
· The proposed language will provide for an adjustment to the 80% rule that now applies to outside teams coached by a member of the school coaching staff. The additional language provides for a relaxing of the 80% limit during the period of time that is outside of the school athletic year. In short, from the first day of fall practice until the completion of the last spring championships the 80% rule remains in effect. From the day after the last spring contest, in any sport, until the first day of fall practice there would be no restrictions on the number of returning players on the roster of an outside team coached by a member of the school coaching staff. Easy to remember – 80% rule during school athletic year – No player restrictions outside the school athletic year. 
· It is important to remember that this proposed clarification applies to outside teams only. Those teams must be participating in a league or clinic that is organized outside the school system. It does not open the door to school practice beyond the limits of the school season. It does not mean that school coaches may begin practice for summer teams before the conclusion of the school athletic year. It does not change the restriction on use of school name, equipment and uniforms. In addition, participation on any outside team cannot be a prerequisite (overt or subtle) for membership on the school team. 
· The voting members on the Board of Control are listed in the Handbook page 14-15 or at www.mpssaa.org. Coaches, athletic directors, administrators are encouraged to contact their voting representatives and share their thoughts.
The Current Wording of the Out-of-Season Teams Rule

The out-of-season teams coaching regulation is a proposal to clarify the interpretation regarding coaching returning athletes on outside teams. Under the proposal, coaches would have the opportunity to coach an unlimited number of returning athletes on an outside team during the summer.

· .04G(1) “Member schools and coaches of member schools shall confine all organized or formal practice for a contestant or a team to the seasonal limitations as defined in Regulation .03.”

· Interpretation: Any individual, group, or team gathering that has assembled for the purpose of instruction and is under the direction of any member of the school coaching staff would constitute a violation..

· 04G(2) “A coach may not coach a team representing his school beyond the sports season as defined in Regulation .03.”

· Interpretation: Any paid or volunteer coach at a member school may coach a non-school team provided the following criteria are observed:

A) The team may not use a name connected with the school.

B) The team may not use school uniforms or equipment.

C) The team is participating in a league, clinic, or similar activity sponsored by an educational or non-profit organization outside of the school system. (Individual teams may be supported by businesses, individuals, or other entities as long as the student’s amateur standing is not compromised.)

D) Timeframe

· From the start of the fall sports season as defined in Regulation .03, to the last state championship game of the spring season, the outside teams roster does not exceed 80% of the returning players of what would constitute a starting lineup in that sport OR a modified version thereof. i.e., 7-on-7 football, 3-on-3 basketball, indoor soccer, indoor lacrosse, etc.

STARTING SPORT............................LINE UP................................LIMIT

Baseball ..............................................9 ..........................................7

Basketball ...........................................5 ..........................................4

Cross Country .....................................7 ..........................................5

Field Hockey........................................11 .........................................8

Football...............................................11 .........................................8

Golf ........................................ 4 State members ..............................3

Gymnastics—Boys..........................6 events .....................................4

Gymnastics—Girls ..........................4 events ....................................3

Lacrosse..............................................10 .........................................8

Soccer ................................................11 .........................................8

Softball ................................................9 ..........................................7

Swimming .................................... 12 events ...................................9

Tennis........................................ 8 State events ...............................6

Track & Field ................................ 18 events .................. ..............14

Volleyball ..............................................6 .........................................4

Wrestling ............................................13 ........................................10

· From the last state championship game of the spring season to the first day of fall practice, the outside team roster is unrestricted on the number of returning players.

3. [image: image10..pict] State High School All-Star Game Proposal – Joe Russo

· Chuck Harmon is proposing to hold an All-Star Game for high school seniors on December 20 @ Towson University. The game would be televised on CN-8 live!

· The game would be free for all participating players. Each team would have five PAID coaches.

· The idea is to divide the state into two teams. One team would represent PG, Montgomery, Anne Arundel, & the SMAC conference. This team would be supported by the Washington Redskins and would wear Redskins colors.

· Bill McGregor of DeMatha HS has been selected to be the head coach of this team. This team has been scheduled to hold its practices at Georgetown Prep.

· The other team would represent the rest of the state of Maryland. This team would be supported by the Baltimore Ravens and would wear Ravens colors.

· Laurence Smith of Dunbar HS has been selected to be the head coach of this team. This team has been scheduled to hold its practices at Baltimore Lutheran HS.

· Players would be able to keep their uniform and the winning team would receive championship rings.

· Each team would have 35 players, selected by the game organizers and sponsors, to be announced by July. Each coaching staff would then be able to pick five additional players at-large, for a total of 40 players.

· Chuck Harmon and some of the other game organizers have been invited to attend the May meeting to further discuss this game.

Announcements
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MDVarsity Passing Jamboree will be held again. May 31 - River Hill High School; June 7 – North County High School & Arundel High School. June 14 – Frederick High School.

2. April 26th Bullseye Combine for Freshmen and Sophomores in Carroll County.
3. The MHSFCA is putting together an Open Football Date Forum. Please send any open dates for games or scrimmages to Joe Russo and he will post these on our website.
4. The MHSFCA is trying to create a Master Email List of all Head Football Coaches in the State. If you can help by sending in lists of coaches or would like to take on the task of building this database and maintaining it please contact Joe Russo ASAP.

NEXT MEETING: May 19, 2008 at 7:00 PM at Hammond HS. The meeting is open to all interested in promoting Football in the State of Maryland.

FUTURE MEETING DATES:, June 2, 2008 (Golf Outing at Fairway Hills Golf Club, Rte. 108 and Rte. 29, to be followed by the MHSFCA meeting) The golf outing will begin at 1:00PM. Cart, food, and beverages will be provided for one low price. The Coaches Meeting will follow the golf outing.

High School Football Coaches Association
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