NEPSWLA Annual Meeting; Sunday, February 22, 2009; 11:00 am to 1:30 pm
I. Roundtable Discussions: A variety of different topics tentatively scheduled. If you have a topic suggestion, email Sarah or Lucy.
A. The NEPSWLA organization: Group sat at tables and discussed the role of NEPSWLA.  Each table then highlighted the conversation to the group.  Points include:
1. Discussed what NEPSWLA does not do.  There’s no tournament, doesn’t keep standings.  
2. Discussed creating a better-attended annual meeting.  Central meeting with clinicians was suggested (similar to EMGLCA meeting). Make the meeting be in conjunction with another meeting?  Switch the location every year?  Another idea was to host the annual meeting at the US Lacrosse National Convention.  Concern is that with professional development budgets cut, not all coaches will be able to attend.  
3. Discussed a/the website (NEPSAC.org) and utilizing the NEPSWLA section as a central place to find information.  
4. Discussed whether NEPSWLA should have a mission statement.  Bert McLain commented that some coaches associations within NEPSAC have a mission statement and some do not.  
Lastly, the question of what are the responsibilities of NEPSWLA which Lucy Hamilton responded that it was to disseminate information to its members and manage the All-Star game.
B. Favorite Drills
Did not discuss due to lack of time
C. Feedback on issues on your league, team, your school. 


Did not discuss due to lack of time
II. Lunch Break

III. New Rules for 2009:  http://www.uslacrosse.org/news/2008/rulechangewomen.phtml
Group viewed Interpretation DVD created by US Lacrosse and shown at this year’s convention.  DVD shall be posted on the NEPSAC site for coaches to review and show their team.
The group discussed and agreed that the “point of emphasis” about safe checking is something NEPSWLA should emphasize.  We agreed that it is the responsibility of coaches to teach safe, legal checks. 

The rule on penalty administration was discussed.  The question was raised about who is going to monitor red cards given to players.  Coaches must email their district representative and co-presidents in event of their player receiving a red card in a game.  It is the coach’s responsibility to pull that player from the next game’s roster.
IV. NEPSWLA Current Leadership

A. President / Co-presidents; Treasurer; District Representatives
Group nominated that the current leadership and district reps who have volunteered to continue with their roles for 2009 stay in their roles.  (Lucy Hamilton and Sarah Powers as 2009 Co-Presidents; Michaela Betty as Treasurer; Chris Bossie as District I/II representative; Ashley McDowell District III representative.)  Prior to nominating this year’s District IV representative, Sarah Powers and Lucy Hamilton suggested that district III and IV have two district representatives due to their size.  The group agreed and co-presidents asked for nominations for two District IV representatives and one additional District III representative.  Liz Duhoski (Milbrook) and Ellen Hinman (Taft) are this year’s District IV representatives and Rebecca Reed (Winsor) will join Ashley McDowell as the District III representatives.

B. Dues for 2009 season are $30; make checks payable to NEPSWLA

Michaela Betty reminded the group about the April 1 deadline for dues.  Schools that have not submitted their dues will be ineligible for NEPSWLA All-Stars.
Mail dues to:
Michaela Betty/NEPSWLA Treasurer
21 Congdon Ave.

Newport, RI 02840

NEPSWLA started the year with a little over $1000.00 in the account.  Dues are used to pay for the annual meeting and all-star game.

V. High School All-American Selection Process (Bert McLain)

Head Coach must be a member of US Lacrosse (http://www.uslacrosse.org/)

Nomination Forms (http://www.uslacrosse.org/womens_div/hsaaprocess.phtml)


(See attachment)

VI. Women’s Division National Tournament (Bert McLain)
May 23-24, 2009 (Sat/Sun of Memorial Day weekend) in Baltimore, MD; UNE (Upper New England: ME, NH, VT) and ELNE (Eastern Lower New England: Eastern MA, RI) and WLNE (Western Lower New England: Western MA, CT) Tryouts Information.
http://www.uslacrosse.org/events/wdnt/index09.phtml 

(See attachment)

VII. Connie Walkwitz NEPSWLA All-Star Game: Sunday, May 17 at location of ELNE/WLNE Practice (Most likely College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA)
Connie coached and taught at the Renbrook School (grades pre-K through 9) in West Hartford, CT.  She was the treasurer of NEPSWLA when it was founded in 1997; in October 2000 she died of breast cancer.  She was a positive, organized, and motivating school leader.  Teaching was her devotion and sports were her medium.  She taught life lessons about trying your hardest, getting along with others, setting goals and reaching them, and most importantly, believing in yourself.
Selection Process:  Must submit team roster to a Survey Monkey program; in order for your players to be eligible, you must submit votes for at least 8 opposing teams.  Rosters must be submitted by April 6.  There was a request that the coach views their team’s votes and is able to petition for a different all-star(s) if they deem it appropriate.  The group agreed to this.
 VIII. NEPSAC Website, NEPSWLA Section of Website

Susanna Donahue (Rivers) volunteered to be the NEPSWLA liaison for the NEPSAC website.  She will contact Laurie Sachs, NEPSAC.org webmaster, and determine what information should be posted on the NEPSWLA section of NEPSAC.org.  Also, coaches were reminded that every school is responsible for sending game scores to be posted on NEPSAC.org.  This is important since the website is used as archives.  All coaches should contact their Athletic Directors to determine the method and person responsible for sending scores.
 IX. Loomis Uniform petition and response

Lucy and Sarah addressed the petition from Lisa Parsons (Loomis) not be penalized for their uniform rule infraction.  The numbers on the front of Loomis’ uniforms are not centered as specified by US Lacrosse, and subsequently the team was penalized with a loss of possession at the beginning of games last year.  Due to their Athletic Department’s budget constraints, the School was unable to purchase new lacrosse uniforms. Lucy and Sarah discussed this request with Pat Dillon, National Umpiring Committee member, and determined that for the “spirit of the game” Loomis cannot be penalized this year for their uniform infraction.  Any other school facing this issue should contact Sarah and Lucy. 
 X. Post Season Tournament Committee
Sarah requested volunteers for a Post Season Tournament Committee to fully research the idea of a NEPSWLA post season tournament.  The committee will meet periodically this summer with the goal of presenting their recommendation to NEPSWLA by September.  Members interested in joining the committee are encouraged to contact Sarah.
XI. New Business

There was no new business presented at this meeting.
