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PAC-5 JV BOYS

                                                                   November 18, 2008

“Wolf-Pack Fall in Season Opener”
The PAC-5 JV boys soccer team fell short to the Mid-Pac Owls, 1-0, in our season opener on Tuesday, November 18, 2008.
Lead by junior midfielder, Brantt H (HBA) and freshman sensation, Micah S (Christian Academy), the Wolf-Pack outplayed and outperformed the Owls, giving up an apparent off-side goal in the closing minutes of the game.  “We just couldn’t fine the back of the net…when you out-shoot and maintain possession for longer percentage ~ good things usually happen, but that wasn’t the case in today’s contest. Compliments to the Owls, however, they just kept going over the top,” stated Coach Les.
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In the first half, Wolf-Pack midfielders Brandon H (HBA) and Dylan M (UH Lab) attacked the Mid-Pac defense with speed and quickness, exposing their flanks and delivering dangerous crosses into the penalty area.   Coach Becks stated, “Brandon is one of our most elusive players on the pitch.  Dylan is fast and once he gets around the corner, it puts us into an advantage.” Hudson J (Christian Academy) and Kaeo K-L (Lutheran High) also delivered fine performances at half-back making dangerous runs.
Striker Joshua P-K (Lutheran High) finished with 3 shots on goal as he was the most dangerous player on our attacking third.  He moves with such tenacity and creates so many problems for fullbacks.   Wyland L (HBA) and Jake W (Maryknoll) strengthened the defensive midfield and made several tackles which dispossessed our opponent and created opportunities for the team.  

Our defensive backline showed their toughness and determination.  Lead by center-backs Kurt C (HBA) and Anthony P (Word of Life); they anchored a very stingy defense.  Ryoma O (Waldorf School), Colby A (HBA), Daniel R (UH Lab), Kendell E (Word of Life), and Ryan S (Assets) each delivered critical defensive stops and kept possession throughout the contest.  We shared with the boys that one of the keys to our success this season will be our defensive shape… that if we maintain good pressure-cover-& balance, very few teams will find open seams within our back-line.
Goal-Keeper Lansen V (HBA) made 2 saves and controlled our defensive third throughout the 1st half.  He is clearly a skilled and experienced keeper who makes good decisions and communicates with his back-line.   Daniel R (UH Lab) was our 2nd half goalie as well and did a fine job!  The team is blessed to have up to 3 players that we can rotate in as keepers this year.

Half-backs Blane C (Assets), and Alex J (Christian Academy), Skyler F (Assets) had opportunities to contribute to the team’s performance; playing good combinations and thru-balls on our middle third.  We attempt to capitalize on our opponents mistakes, and these players are quick and opportunistic. Jeremy A (IPA) did not see action because of an injury.
Next Game:  Friday, November 21 vs St. Louis at Waipio SC.
